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MINUTES
Watauga Soil & Water Conservation District
971 West King Street, Boone NC 28607
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5. Approval of the minutes — Nate Coppenbarger made a motion to accept; Bill
Moretz 2". Minutes accepted.

6. Approval of the agenda — Bill Moretz made a motion to accept with
amendment; Nate Coppenbarger 2™. Agenda accepted.
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7. District Report: Brian Bonville
New Applications: None
Contracts needing approval: None
Brian Bonville stated that some of the older contracts would need extensions.
Elise McLaughlin stated that an online extension form could be filled out.
Bonville stated that he had emailed John Beck for guidance but hasn’t heard
back. The Cooperators needing extension are Jensen, Kuhn, Walker, Blue
Ridge Conservancy and Brown. /
Denny Norris stated that the Board had chosen/%:@///{/é] nt 2-year contracts so
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that an extension after two years could begg’cr/a//an//{///é?by the Board instead of
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. //// ///////,
can be extended by the Board. Bon)rz%;,///{/ated with tha//{/?/%f’/ﬁhe only contracts

that need State extensions are Gree%d Blue Ridge RC&%/%//%/
/{/i/fi/// tefis ////6

. 7
Mr. Norris stated that the Board needed to,vo ftf@pprove the ¢

e xte
the Brown and Jensen coni%”éts /’%///// 1
i fon tojgrant oy
Bill Moretz made a motion to grant an extens o R
Coppenbarger 2™, Extension %?/%\?nt%g/é//////////

L

nsions for

onnie Joe Brown; Nate

-

.,
_
_

T “ 2. /, .
Nate Coppenbargér niade a mot @f/@to gran %ﬁwexter@j@n to Scott Jensen; Bill
Moretz 2, E);g%/{//l/on @ed /%/%// //////////////
@ |
< / <
Contract.Updates: ) O
W o e TR
%}5-2023-004 @jﬁchaé%@eeene — Site visit with engineer scheduled for

5/28/25. .
95-2/2%L-004 Kris K’fl/j n— Sl‘/-'/gvisit last week
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95-2023%’1 Scott//Z/ id Dawn Jensen — Mikey Woodie is JAA and will be

7
it é/%ville. Construction almost complete.

going to sﬁé/é;\f/yth/z
95-2023-006 //g/zé{t{é%d Robina Walker — Cooperators may cancel. They
have been advised of the demerits associated with cancelling a contract.
Cooperators may not want a feed pad cut into their hill.

95-2024-003 Charles Norris — Feed pad, HUAP, Diversion. Construction
delayed due to Helene damage. Spot check was competed.
95-2024-006 Valley View Land Company — Preconstruction complete.
monitoring project with Andrew Cox.

95-2024-007 Al Zimmerman — Wetland restoration system. Project to
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begin in spring. Wants bog turtles. Bonville may know supplier once
wetland has been restored.

95-2025-001 Will Kulczyk — Ag Road Repair. Andrew Cox to sign off as
JAA —rain delay.

95-2025-002 Holland Whitesides — Preliminary design sent to Cooperator
last week. Engineers want to be on site for construction due to original
design faulty. '

95-2025-003 Larry Kitchens — Samantha Damj
resource review.
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B. AgWrap updates: //////%

95-2025-802 Daniel Brown — Need@new tank. i
Hurricane. Old tank needs rep//z' <

o help with cultural

ank failed during
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95-2022-502 Blue Rldgefgen-&gglanc — Bonyille stated that an extension
is needed. Bill Moretz made a motign,io grang/a‘y extension; Nate
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Nate Coppenbarger made a motion to extend contract; Bill Moretz 2™.
Exten}ioipfo/?}{//{/%gr i /{////// Z
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2022 /I;;/}/g/lds - Matggj/%afford" 1as announced that 2022 StRAP funds can be
used bey@%//;//ﬁj/scope%//séo can be used for bank stabilization. Bonville is
looking for af/;}/r//}q%at EWP won’t cover to utilize these funds. Denny
Norris stated tﬁ///fé{ﬁ/{/h%had one bank repair project in mind, but it is small.
Bonville stated that he has a potential list of projects.

2024 Funds — Funds to be used for project beside the office with New River
Conservancy matching funds with us. Contract needs approval. Nate
Coppenbarger made a motion to approve the contract with New River
Conservancy to repair the stream bank beside the office; Bill Moretz 2
the motion; contract approved.
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11. General updates:
Bonville stated that he needs the Board Chair to signh and notarize the
Program Funds audit to submit with the Strategic Plan. Kasey to notarize.
Denny Norris mentioned that David Tucker’s name needs to be removed from
the County website and from the agenda.

12. NRCS Samantha Dame — Dame stated that the Local Work Group meeting
will be hosted by Yancy County this year and It/W
y

fe virtual. Alinkto a

Team’s meeting will be sent out soon. ///
EQUIP is wrapping up for the year with redlzi-ved%%”edin . Thereis 1 CSPin
QUIP s wrapping up or the year with red 5t ipging

Watauga County. 8 EWP visits have begm.done this m;;ek The Corp. of
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ay have to extend the project due
to some areas requiring additional work%after ofl

///%///,/ /énal clean u/g%;fter rain.
NRCS is working on complié{/ﬁ/f@ eviews —é//éﬁ’////{///
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Havs..' been discussing sgnm %%%ﬁf@;//////%fha %,///B%S/S specs requ‘lre outs.,lde
Testing. NRCS has received 1 é}//ppllcaﬁ/;%//%s fors r@/}/m restoration projects.
None are app%éﬂ%/////////// %/////// ///%%/ ////////
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13. RC&D - Chris Hughes — No t.
14. Division Renirt%%%%:e M/{}Iﬁ//@rﬁzoﬁn /%%////
' KI’S/{I/////é//%/{//{/){/}//%@ t:ﬁ//;////é/é//gtﬁg@c:a//{/f% Aldridge to make a book for his
%///// ///////?///)/’/////// ’ % /%/////// ‘ ,4%//////%/// -
Family to show h—@f\f\‘?/far his impact reached across the state. Please submit
an %es or stori:;////// ////////
This year@;@ﬂ will be%;a/éld in Cherokee in August.
The Soil & Water Commissioner has approved flash grazing with a 10

o s/{///%n is leaving the discretion to the district staff on

setback. The Coinimi

L
which farmers they/////é/{/{st to do flash grazing. Denny Norris stated that here
drive-by checks can be done without having to get permission to go on

the property. Most properties can be seen from the road.

Watauga County has been approved to get a full-time temporary technician’s
assistant for Helene recovery. More information in June.
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15. Admin Report: Michelle Kasey

Kasey taught at 2Rivers to a 3™ Grade Class. A 3™ grader asked Ms. Kasey to
Show his idea for turning salt water into fresh water to her “Boss”. Ms. Kasey
Passed around his diagram to show the Board.

Kasey to teach at the Children’s Museum in June.
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Bonville told the Board that he met with the C//o/-/?;/{/é/v”last week. County
Manager requested that once EWP projects; /g;j?f;that Soil & Water take the
Lead. Bonville stated that we have ad}/}/t}o»al CCN%}}quests.

y /”
Bonville stated that Blue Ridge Wo/?/}?//%i/n///ﬁg were ho/l//é///%////g a Soil Health
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